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To:  The  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Hailsham  Rural  District  Council, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1966. 

This  was  a very  satisfactory  year  from  the  public  health 
point  of  view,  and  from  the  vital  statistics  embodied  in  this 
report  it  is  clear  that  the  health  of  this  district  compares 
favourably  with  the  rest  of  the  country. 

Now  that  most  of  the  district  has  been  supplied  with 
main  water,  special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  sewerage 
schemes  in  order  of  their  priority.  Some  progress  has  been 
made  with  the  housing  schemes,  but  many  years  must  elapse  before 
the  demands  of  housing  are  satisfied. 

I am  grateful  to  the  members  of  the  Public  Health  Staff 
for  their  hard  work  during  the  year,  and  special  mention  must 
be  made  of  Mr.  L.  E.  Scott,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  all  those 
members  of  the  Council  who  have  taken  an  interest  in  the  work 
of  the  Public  Health  Department  during  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 
L. A.  COLLINS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Despite  the  very  considerable  increase  in  the  population 
of  the  Hailsham  Rural  District  from  34,660  in  1946  to  49,800 
in  1966,  the  incidence  of  the  more  dangerous  infectious  diseases 
has  been  declining  throughout  the  years.  This  is  not  only  a 
local  phenomenon  of  this  healthy  rural  district  but  it  has  been 
happening  throughout  the  country.  For  instance,  in  England 
and  Wales  during  the  past  twenty  years  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
have  fallen  from  25,000  to  under  3,000  a year. 

In  this  district  the  total  number  of  notifications  of 
infectious  diseases  for  the  year  was  188  compared  with  670  for 
the  previous  year.  This  large  reduction  is  due  mainly  to  the 
fact  that  this  was  not  an  epidemic  year  for  measles. 

During  the  year  only  one  case  was  admitted  to  an  isolation 
hospital  from  this  district.  This  was  a case  of  non-specific 
gastro-enteritis  admitted  on  medical  grounds.  Twenty  years 
ago  the  average  number  of  admissions  was  nearly  40  per  annum. 


Measles 


This  was  not  an  epidemic  year  for  measles,  there  being 
133  cases  compared  with  640  cases  in  the  previous  year. 
Considerable  research  is  being  carried  out  by  the  Medical 
Research  Council  with  trials  of  measles  vaccine.  The  main 
reasons  supporting  such  vaccination  concern  the  considerable 
morbidity  from  the  complications  of  measles  which  include 
respiratory,  middle  ear  and  neurological  conditions. 

Whooping  Cough 

There  were  22  cases  of  whooping  cough  compared  with  10 
in  the  previous  year.  Of  these  13  had  been  immunised  against 
whooping  cough  and  5 bad  not  been  immunised.  The  immunisation 
state  of  the  other  four  cases  was  unknown.  Although  immunisation 
does  not  give  one  hundred  per  cent  protection  against  whooping 
cough,  it  has  certainly  caused  a large  reduction  in  the  total 
cases  and  those  cases  which  do  occur  in  immunised  children  are 
generally  relatively  mild. 

Scarlet  Fevei* 


There  were  19  cases  of  scarlet  fever  compared  with  11  in 
the  previous  year.  Most  of  the  cases  were  relatively  mild 


and  no  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital.  Within  living  memory 
scarlet  fever  was  a quite  different  disease,  and  epidemics 
literally  decimated  families  of  children.  This  change  is  not 
due  entirely  to  better  living  conditions  or  improved  medical 
care;  there  must  have  been  some  intrinsic  change  in  the 
biological  nature  of  the  organism  causing  the  disease.  This 
has  happened  before  in  history,  but  there  is  always  a possibility 
that  the  cansative  organism  might  again  revert  to  an  increased 
virulence.  However,  in  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  there 
were  no  deaths  attributed  to  scarlet  fever  in  the  year  1966. 

Food  Poisoning. 

There  was  no  case  of  food  poisoning  in  the  district  during 
the  year.  A male  cook  of  Hellingly  Hospital  was  suspected  to 

be  suffering  from  food  poisoning  but  three  consecutive  specimens 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  showed  him  to  be  free 
from  infection.  A number  of  girls,  who  had  been  in  Scotland 
camping  - where  there  had  been  an  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  - 
were  investigated  but  no  case  of  food  poisoning  was  discovered. 

Most  years  produce  a few  sporadic  cases  of  food  poisoning 
and  this  is  the  first  year  since  1953  when  there  has  been  no 
case  in  this  district. 

Dysentery 

There  were  two  cases  of  dysentery  in  the  year,  one  was  of 
the  Sonne  type  in  a man  who  probably  contracted  the  infection  in 
the  Merchant  Navy.  The  other  case  was  of  a non-specific  type 
in  a man  who  had  recently  returned  from  Lisbon.  A few  contacts 
from  other  districts  were  investigated  and  shown  to  be  free  from 
infection. 

Diphtheria 

During  the  last  eleven  years  there  has  been  no  case  of 
diphtheria  in  the  district. 

Poliomyelitis 

There  has  been  no  case  of  poliomyelitis  in  the  district 
during  the  last  seven  years. 
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Tuberculosis 


There  were  only  three  new  cases  notified  and  two  deaths 
attributed  to  respiratory  tuberculosis.  There  were  no  new 
cases  or  deaths  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis.  Twenty  years 
previously  there  was  a total  of  50  new  cases  and  15  deaths  when 
the  district  had  a much  smaller  population. 

The  paucity  of  numbers  is  not  likely  to  be  due  to  slackness 
of  notification,  as  many  particulars  are  received  of  old  cases 
moving  into  the  district  from  other  districts.  These  are  mainly 
retired  people  in  whom  the  disease  is  nearly  quiescent  but  they 
still  require  some  surveillance  from  the  chest  clinics. 


Mass  X-ray 

The  East  Sussex  Mass  Radiography  Unit  has  visited  various 
places  in  the  district  during  the  year.  In  a total  of  41  visits 
413  cases  were  referred  by  doctors  and  2,512  other  cases  have 
been  examined. 

Only  one  case  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  was  found,  requiring 
treatment  or  close  clinical  supervision.  However,  many  other 
abnormalities  were  detected  including  6 cases  of  bronchial  carcinoma. 
In  all,  a total  of  289  abnormalities  was  discovered.  I am  indebted 
for  these  figures  to  the  Director  of  the  East  Sussex  Mass 
Radiography  Unit,  from  whom  a full  report  has  been  received. 


SMALLPOX  VACCINATIONS 


Vaccinations 

Re-vaccinations 

Total 

1964  . . . 

407 

263 

670 

1965  . . . 

409 

50 

459 

1966  . . . 

409 

34 

443 
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DIPHTHERIA,  TETANUS  AND  PERTUSSIS  IMMUNISATION 


The  administration  of  the  immunisation  schemes  is  centralised 
with  the  County  Council,  but  normally  I personally  conduct  most  of 
the  diphtheria  immunisation  clinics  within  the  district.  At  these 
clinics  oral  poliomyelitis  vaccine  is  administered  by  the  district 
nurses.  During  the  year  regular  clinics  were  held  at  Heathfield, 
Hailsham  and  Polegate  and  occasional  clinics  at  Alfriston, 
Arlington,  Broad  Oak,  Chiddingly,  Hankham,  Hellingly,  Laughton, 
Maynards  Green,  Punnetts  Town,  Selmeston,  West ham  and  Willingdon 
schools. 


The  recommended  programme  of  immunisation  as  given  by  a 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  of  1964  is  as  follows : 


Approximate  Age. 

Vaccine 

2 months 

(Triple 

( 

- Diphtheria,  Tetanus, 
Oral  Poliomyelitis 

Pertussis 

- 1st  dose 

- 1st  dose 

3 months 

(Triple 

- Diphtheria,  Tetanus, 
Oral  Poliomyelitis 

Pertussis 

- 2nd  dose 

- 2nd  dose 

4 months 

(Triple 

- Diphtheria,  Tetanus, 
Oral  Poliomyelitis 

Pertussis 

- 3rd  dose 

- 3rd  dose 

12  - 24  months 

Smallpox  Vaccination 

18  - 21  months 

Triple 

- Diphtheria,  Tetanus, 

Pertussis 

- Booster 

5 years 

Diphtheria,  Tetanus 
Oral  Poliomyelitis 

- Booster 

- Booster 

8 years 

Smallpox  re -vaccination 

10  years 

Diphtheria,  Tetanus 

- Booster 

13  years 

Bs  C0  G. 

The  following  figures  are  extracted  from  the  return  of  the  County 
Council  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  Rural  District  of  Hailsham, 
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for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1966: 


Table  1.  Completed  Primary  Courses  - 

Number  of  persons  under  age  l6 . 


Type  of  Vaccine  or  dose 

1966 

Year  of  Birth 

1965  1964  1963 

1959 

1962 

Others 
under 
Age  16 

TOTAL 

1.  Triple  D.T0P. 

302 

246 

16 

7 

11 

9 

591 

2.  Diphtheria,  Tetanus 

- 

2 

- 

1 

2 

4 

9 

3.  Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

4.  Tetanus 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4 

Lines  1+2+3  (Diphtheria) 

302 

248 

16 

8 

13 

14 

601 

Line  1 (Pertussis) 

302 

246 

16 

7 

11 

9 

591 

Lines  1+2+4  (Tetanus) 

302 

248 

16 

8 

13 

17 

604 

Table  2 . Re -inf oroing  Doses 

Number  of  persons  under  age  16 . 


Type  of  Vaccine  or  dose 

Year  of 
1966  1965 

Birth 

1964  1963 

1959 

1962 

Others 
under 
Age  16 

TOTAL 

1.  Triple  D.T.P. 

- 

138 

302 

29 

119 

27 

613 

2.  Diphtheria/Tetanus 

- 

- 

5 

1 

314 

221 

541 

3.  Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

232 

236 

4.  Tetanus 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

7 

8 

Lines  1+2+3  (Diphtheria) 

- 

138 

3 07 

30 

437 

480 

1392 

Line  1 (Whooping  Cough) 

- 

138 

302 

29 

119 

27 

613 

Lines  1+2+4  (Tetanus) 

- 

138 

308 

30 

433 

255 

1164 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1951 


Section  47 


It  is  only  in  the  last  resort  that  action  should  be  taken 
under  the  above  Acts.  Many  cases  of  aged  and  infirm  people  living 
under  unsatisfactory  circumstances  have  been  referred  to  me  and  in 
some  cases  it  has  been  possible  eventually  to  persuade  the  person  to 
enter  a home  where  proper  care  can  be  provided.  In  only  one  case 
was  it  necessary  to  take  Statutory  action  under  the  above  Act  during 
the  year.  This  was  in  respect  of  a woman  of  98  years  of  age  living 
in  Hailsham.  Observation  was  kept  on  her  for  several  months,  but 
her  condition  slowly  deteriorated  until  it  was  necessary  to  apply 
for  a magistrate's  order  for  her  removal  to  hospital.  She  was 
admitted  to  a hospital  in  Eastbourne  where  she  settled  down  reasonably 
well.  She  died  of  old  age  some  five  months  later. 


Section  50 


It  was  necessary  for  the  Council  to  exercise  their 
powers  under  this  Section  and  arrange  for  the  burial  of  an 
elderly  bachelor  who  had  no  income  other  than  Retirement  Pension 
supplemented  by  National  Assistance. 


CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG 


Although  there  were  only  31  deaths  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung 
compared  with  33  for  the  previous  year,  the  trend  throughout  the 
country  continues  to  rise.  In  England  and  Wales  the  deaths  rose 
from  26,398  in  1965  to  27,025  in  1966.  As  there  is  a proven 
association  between  cancer  of  the  lung  and  cigarette  smoking,  a 
number  of  these  deaths  are  preventable. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  estimated  middle  year  population  rose  from  4-8,230  in 
1963  to  49,800  in  1966.  This  increase  in  population  does  not 
represent  a natural  rise  as  the  deaths  in  the  district  exceed  the 
births.  This  is  a healthy  expanding  district  to  which  a number 
of  old  people  from  other  districts  retire  every  year.  Thus  it 
is  an  ageing  population  and  to  make  the  birth  rate  comparable  to 
the  rest  of  England  and  Wales  a positive  correcting  factor  has 
to  be  used,  which  is  supplied  by  the  General  Register  Office. 

In  the  same  way  a negative  correcting  factor  is  used  to  make  the 
death  rate  comparable. 

The  corrected  death  rate  was  9 <.9  per  thousand  compared  with 
10.2  for  1964,  and  11.7  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  corrected  birth  rate  was  16.3  per  thousand  compared  with 
15.8  for  1965  and  17.7  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  total  infant  deaths  per  thousand  live  births  was  10.8 
compared  with  9.8  for  1965  and  19.0  for  the  whole  of  England  and 

Wales. 


STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres : ... 

« • • 

94, 668 

Census  population  (1961)  ... 

. . . 

42,420 

Population  estimated  to  middle  year:  ... 

49,800 

Number  of  inhabited  houses... 

• • • 

18,603 

Rateable  value : ... 

• • • 

£1,781,669 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate: 

• • • 

£7, 086. 18. 2d. 

Total  deaths  per  1,000  population 

Comparability  Factor: 

(not  corrected):  l6.1 

0.62 

Total  Deaths  per  1,000  population 

(corrected) : , 

9.9 

Senile  mortality  as  percentage  of 

total  deaths 

81.5# 

(65 

and  over) : 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion: 

Nil 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000 

live  and  stillbirths  Nil 
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BIRTHS 


TOTAL 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate:  6 09 

302 

307 

Illegitimate : 40 

25 

15 

649 

327 

322 

Live  births  per  1,000  population  (not  corre 

>cted) : 

13.0 

Comparability  Factor:  ... 

• • • 

1.25 

Live  births  per  1,000  population 

(corrected) : 

16.3 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent 

of  total 

births : 

6.1 % 

STILLBIRTHS 


TOTAL  Males  Females 

Legitimate : 

9 4 5 

Illegitimate : 

- 

9 4 5 

Stillbirths 

per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths: 

13.7 

Total  live 

and  stillbirths  ...  ... 

658 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 YEAR  OF  A&E. 

TOTAL  Males  Females 

6 2 4 

1 1 

~ 3 4 

Total  deaths  per  1,000  live  births:  ...  10.8 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births:  9.8 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births:  25.0 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  4 WEEKS  OF  AGE. 


TOTAL 

Males  Females 

Legitimate : 

4 

1 3 

Illegitimate : 

1 

1 

5 

2 3 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate 

(deaths  under  4 weeks  per 
1,000  live  births): 

7.7 

Legitimate : 
Illegitimate : 
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DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 WEEK  OF  A&E 


TOTAL 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate : 

* 

1 

2 

Illegitimate : 

1 

1 

- 

4 

2 

2 

Early  neo-mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per 

1,000  total  live  "births ) : 6.2 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  1 week  combined  per  1,000  live  and 

stillbirths:  19.7 


COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Hailsham  Rural  England  & Wales 


Birth  Rate: 

16.3 

17.7 

Infantile  Mortality: 

10.8 

19.0 

Death  Rate : 

9.9 

11.7 

CASES  NOTIFIED  OR  ADMITTED  TO  HOSPITAL  & TOTAL  DEATHS 


Disease 

Total 

Notified 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

19 

Whooping  Cough 

22 

- 

- 

Measles 

133 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

2 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

2 

- 

- 

Dysentary 

2 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

- 

- 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


Notifiable 

Diseases 

Under 
1 yr. 

1 

yr. 

2 

yrs. 

3 

yrs. 

4 

yrs. 

5-9 

yrs. 

10-14 

yrs. 

15-24 

yrs. 

25  yrs 
& over 

TOTAL 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

12 

1 

1 

2 

19 

Dysentary 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

13 

- 

- 

2 

22 

Measles 

1 

1 6 

23 

15 

19 

47 

5 

4 

3 

133 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Puerperal  Pyre> 

cia- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

2 

17 

25 

19 

21 

73 

6 

8 

11 

182 

TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Res- 

piratory 

Non  Res- 
piratory 

Res- 

piratory 

Non  Res- 
piratory 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

Under  5 years 

5-14  years 

15-24  years 

25-44  years 

45-64  years 

65  and  over 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 1 

- 

2 

- 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Males 

Females 

TOTAL 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory.  ...  ... 

- 

2 

2 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease  ...  ...  ... 

2 

- 

2 

4.  Diphtheria  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

3.  Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infections..  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

8.  Measles  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases... 

- 

- 

- 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ...  ... 

12 

9 

21 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

27 

4 

31 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ...  ... 

- 

18 

18 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ...  ... 

- 

6 

6 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms.. 

39 

36 

75 

13.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ...  ...  ... 

1 

1 

2 

16.  Diabetes  ...  ...  ... 

7 

6 

13 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

48 

62 

110 

18.  Coronary  Disease,  angina..  ...  ... 

105 

71 

176 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease..  ... 

2 

10 

12 

20.  Other  heart  diseases  ...  ...  ... 

39 

55 

94 

21.  Other  circulatory  diseases  ...  ... 

12 

23 

35 

22.  Influenza  ...  ...  ... 

2 

2 

4 

23.  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ... 

19 

24 

43 

24.  Bronchitis  ...  ...  ... 

23 

6 

29 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

8 

5 

13 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ...  ... 

4 

2 

6 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

2 

1 

3 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis...  ...  ... 

6 

2 

8 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate...  ...  ... 

2 

- 

2 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion..  ... 

- 

- 

- 

31.  Congenital  malformations..  ...  ... 

4 

1 

5 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases... 

11 

37 

48 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents...  ...  ... 

9 

3 

12 

34.  All  other  Accidents  ...  ...  ... 

9 

11 

20 

35.  Suicide  

5 

5 

10 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war...  ... 

1 

1 

399 

402 

801 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Main  water  continues  to  be  supplied  throughout  the  area 
by  the  Eastbourne  Waterworks  Company.  The  many  analyses  of 
the  water  supplied  from  the  various  sources  proved  the  water 
to  be  of  a high  standard  of  purity. 

During  the  year  the  Council  agreed  to  carry  out  an 
extension  to  the  water  main  to  serve  some  16  properties  in 
Warbleton.  In  view  of  the  relatively  high  cost  of  the 
extension,  and  the  few  properties  to  be  served,  it  was 
necessary  to  seek  capital  contributions  from  the  respective 
owners  of  properties  so  as  to  reduce  the  cost  of  the  scheme 
to  reasonable  proportions. 


EXTENSION  OF  WATER  MAINS 


The  following  lengths  of  water  main  were  laid  in  the 
Parishes  of  Alfriston,  Arlington,  Hailsham,  Heathfield, 
Herst.monceux,  Pevensey,  Polegate,  Waldron,  Westham  and 
Willingdon,  mainly  in  connection  with  new  developments: 


89  yards 

of 

:2.ti 

4- 

main 

702  yards 

of 

3" 

main 

1222  yards 

of 

l" 

main 

2329  yards 

of 

4" 

main 

973  yards 

of 

U" 

main 

1127  yards 

of 

5" 

main 

180  yards 

of 

l£" 

main 

524  yards 

of 

6" 

main 

1018  yards 

of 

2” 

main 

338  yards 

of 

7" 

main 

Total  length  of  new  main  laid  is  8,502  yards,  or  nearly 
5 miles. 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  SUPPLIES 


The  following  table  details  the  distribution  of  piped 
supplies  and  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  approximately 
96.7#  of  the  population  is  provided  with  main  water: 


Parish 

Estimated 
Population 
Supplied  by 

Number  of  houses  supplied 

Public  or 
Private  Main 

By  Public 
Main 

By  Stand 
Pipe 

By  Private 
Main 

Alciston 

117 

25 

23 

Alfriston 

375 

237 

- 

- 

Arlington 

395 

147 

- 

- 

Berwick 

269 

79 

- 

10 

Chalvington 

131 

46 

- 

- 

Chiddingly 

686 

252 

- 

- 

Eastdean 

1127 

471 

- 

- 

East  Hoathly 

554 

211 

- 

- 

Folkington 

64 

28 

- 

- 

Frist on 

367 

149 

- 

- 

Hail sham 

7548 

2812 

- 

- 

Heathfield 

3765 

1387 

- 

- 

Hellingly 

4051 

987 

- 

- 

Herstmonceux 

1588 

380 

- 

- 

Hooe 

318 

105 

- 

- 

Horam 

1775 

635 

- 

- 

Jevington 

114 

10 

37 

- 

Laughton 

546 

117 

- 

«T 

Litlington 

123 

44- 

- 

- 

Lullington 

29 

11 

- 

- 

Ninf ield 

1163 

429 

- 

- 

Pevensey 

3002 

144-9 

- 

~ 

Pole gate 

7140 

2773 

- 

- 

Ripe 

401 

67 

- 

- 

Selmeston 

97 

36 

- 

- 

Waldron 

2761 

977 

- 

- 

Warbleton 

1011 

380 

- 

- 

Wart ling 

454 

147 

- 

- 

West dean 

55 

24 

6 

- 

West ham 

2152 

799 

- 

- 

Willingdon 

-5575 

2229 

- 

- 

Wilmington 

209 

77 

— 

~ 

48,162 

17,720 

43 

33 

Note:  The  figures  for  estimated  population  supplied  by  main 
include  residential  caravan  sites. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


The  new  sewers  and  sewage  works  to  serve  the  Parish  of 
Wilmington  were  substantially  completed  during  the  year  and 
should  be  in  service  early  in  1967.  Work  commenced  in 
September  on  the  provision  of  a sewer  to  serve  6 houses  at 
Wannock  and  15  houses  at  Filching,  and  is  expected  to  be 
completed  early  in  1967.  The  sewers  are  to  be  drained 
gravitationally  to  the  existing  sewage  works  at  Polegate. 

The  latter  scheme  was  necessary  to  prevent  pollution  of  the 
borehole  at  Wannock  Glen,  owned  by  the  Eastbourne  Waterworks 
Company. 

Stage  I of  the  sewer  improvements  to  Western  Road, 

Hailsham,  was  also  carried  out.  This  work  became  necessary 
to  prevent  flooding  from  the  old  sewer. 

The  Consultants*  report  on  a regional  scheme  of 
sewerage  and  sewage  disposal,  covering  the  area  now  served 
by  Ghyll  Road,  Heathfield,  Broad  Oak  and  Vines  Cross  Sewage 
Disposal  Works,  was  received  and  application  was  made  to  the 
Ministry  for  approval  for  loan  consent  and  grant  for  this 
scheme  - estimated  to  cost  £529,400. 

Also  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  approval,  loan 
consent  and  grant  was : 

(1)  A scheme  to  provide  sewerage  for  48  properties  in 

Jevington  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £21,000.  The 
sewers  will  drain  to  the  sewage  works  at  Polegate. 

(2)  Revised  scheme  for  additional  sludge  beds  and  cold 

digestion  tanks  for  Polegate  Sewage  Works,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  £56,000. 

It  is  disappointing  to  report  that  of  the  several  schemes 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  approval  in  1965,  approval  in 
principle  was  given  only  in  respect  of  the  scheme  for  Ninfield 
and  Hooe.  Undoubtedly  the  economic  situation  has  once  again 
been  the  cause. 

Unfortunately,  many  of  the  schemes  are  now  urgently  required. 
The  existing  sewage  works  at  Hailsham,  Heathfield  and  Vines  Cross 
have  been  overloaded  for  some  years  and  with  the  continued  building 
development  in  the  area  the  position  will  be  worsened.  It  is 
to  be  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Ministry  will  soon  give  approval 
to  these  much  needed  schemes. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


A 'weekly  collection  of  refuse  is  made  in  the  Parishes  of 
Alfriston,  Eastdean,  East  Hoathly,  Friston,  Hailsham,  Heathfield, 
Hellingly,  Herstmonceux,  Horam,  Jevington,  Ninfield,  Pevensey, 
Polegate,  Westham  and  Willingdon,  whilst  a fortnightly  collection 
is  made  in  the  remainder  of  the  district  which  is  truly  rural  in 
character. 

It  is  estimated  that  90%  of  the  houses  in  the  rural  district 
receive  a weekly  collection  of  refuse. 

During  the  year  a 10  year  old  Dennis  Paxit  was  replaced  by 
a similar  model  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  fleet  of 
vehicles  employed  on  refuse  collection  consisted  of: 

4 Dennis  Paxit  Majors 
3 Shelvoke  & Drewry  Pakamatics 
2 Dennis  Paxit s. 

All  vehicles  are  of  the  modern  compression  type  and  fitted 
with  bodies  of  varying  capacities  from  24  cubic  yards  to  50 
cubic  yards.  In  addition  a 10  year  old  side-loading  vehicle 
of  10  cubic  yard  capacity  is  stationed  at  Hellingly  Hospital, 
where  it  is  filled  by  the  Hospital  Staff  and  removed  by  the 
Council's  Staff  for  emptying  3 times  per  week. 

Following  the  report  of  the  Work  Study  Officer  on  the 
Refuse  Collection  Scheme  the  Council  decided  to  introduce,  as 
from  9th  May  1966,  an  Incentive  Bonus  Scheme  for  a trial  period 
of  six  months.  The  Incentive  Bonus  Scheme  provided  for  the 
reduction  by  one  of  the  number  of  vehicles  in  regular  use,  and 
also  for  a reduction  in  the  labour  force  of  3 men.  The 
initial  bonus  to  be  paid  was  set  at  25 % of  basic  pay  as  the 
employees  were  expected  to  work  at  125  performance,  but  by 
the  end  of  the  year  - due  to  continued  building  development  - 
the  bonus  had  reached  30%. 

The  introduction  of  the  Bonus  Scheme  solved  the  labour 
problem  which  had  been  acute  during  the  last  2 or  3 years,  and 
at  the  same  time  gave  a prompt  and  regular  service  to  all  the 
householders  in  the  district. 

Fortunately  it  was  possible  to  transfer  the  redundent 
men  to  street  cleaning.  The  scheme,  which  required  greater 
performance  from  each  individual  employee,  soon  proved  that 
the  older  men  - of  whom  there  were  few  - were  not  capable  of 
sustained  additional  effort,  and  opportunity  was  taken  as 
and  when  possible  to  transfer  these  older  men  to  light  work  on 
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other  services 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  labour  force  on  Refuse 
Collection  consisted  of  33  men,  plus  1 man  who  is  employed 
practically  full  time  on  special  collections  of  junk  and 
unwanted  articles  of  furniture,  etc. 

The  cost  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  for  the 
financial  year  ended  31st  March  1967  was  £32,328  - the 
equivalent  of  a rate  in  the  pound  of  approximately  7^-. 

It  is  estimated  that  10,965  tons  of  refuse  were 
collected  and  this  represents  12.1  cwts  per  1,000  head  of 
population  per  day. 

The  special  free  collection  of  junk  and  unwanted 
articles  of  furniture,  etc.  continued  and  705  such  collections 
were  made  when  items  ranging  from  old  pianos,  gas  stoves, 
refrigerators,  three  piece  suites  to  hen  houses  have  been 
removed.  In  addition,  special  collections  were  made  from 
various  school  fetes  and  fairs,  whilst  4-3  accumulations  of 
junk  and  refuse  were  collected  from  roadside  verges  and  open 
spaces.  It  is  my  considered  opinion  that  much  of  the  junk 
and  refuse  collected  from  the  roadside  has  emanated  from 
sources  outside  the  Rural  District. 

Abandoned  cars  on  roadside  verges,  although  not  yet  a 
large  problem,  have  shown  an  increase  and  15  such  vehicles 
were  notified.  In  the  case  of  6 the  owners  were  traced  and 
were  requested  to  remove  their  vehicles,  whilst  the  remaining 
9 were  removed  by  a local  contractor  with  whom  the  Council  have 
an  agreement  at  a cost  of  £2  per  vehicle. 

.Leap  jCross  Depot 


All  the  Council's  vehicles  are  maintained  at  the  Leap 
Cross  Depot  where  a Foreman  Mechanic  and  an  Apprentice  Mechanic 
are  employed. 

In  view  of  the  very  limited  space  available  in  the 
workshop  for  the  large  refuse  vehicles,  and  the  lack  of 
servicing  facilities,  the  Council  agreed  towards  the  end  of 
the  year  that  the  workshop  be  extended  and  a servicing  bay 
provided.  It  is  hoped  that  this  much  needed  asset  will  be 
provided  in  1967. 
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Refuse  Disposal 


Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  two  sites, 
namely: 

1.  The  Old  Brickyard,  Chiddingly  Road,  Horam 

2.  G-hyll  Road,  Heathfield. 

The  latter  tip  is  used  solely  for  the  refuse  from  the  Parishes 
of  Heathfield  and  Waldron. 

The  main  tip  at  Chiddingly  Road,  Horam  is  expected  to  be 
completed  by  March  19&7,  when  it  will  be  necessary  to  move  to 
Dicker  Wood,  Hackhurst  Lane,  Chiddingly  where  tipping  facilities 
are  available  for  12  to  15  months. 

In  view  of  the  many  difficulties  with  controlled  tipping, 
not  the  least  being  the  difficulty  of  finding  suitable  land  of 
sufficient  size,  the  Council  considered  alternative  methods  of 
disposal  and  decided  that  a Pulverisation  Plant  would  bring 
many  advantages  and  also  prevent  the  nuisances  which  do  occur 
from  time  to  time  with  controlled  tipping.  Suitable  sites  of 
28  acres  in  extent  were  then  found  and  application  was  made  to 
the  County  Council  for  planning  permission. 

No  manual  labour  is  employed  at  the  tips  and  all  work  is 
carried  out  by  the  Bray  four-wheel  drive  mechanical  shovel, 
but  with  the  increasing  amount  of  refuse  to  be  disposed  of,  and 
the  very  heavy  clay  soils  found  in  the  area,  it  has  become 
increasingly  clear  that  a larger  and  more  powerful  machine  will 
need  to  be  purchased  in  the  near  future. 

Street  Scavenging. 

Street  cleaning  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  in  the 
built-up  areas  and  shopping  centres  of  18  Parishes,  and  a 
total  labour  force  of  7 men  is  employed.  In  order  to  contain 
labour  costs  a Commer  Pick-up  Truck  was  purchased  in  August 
and  3 of  the  labour  force  are  attached  to  this  vehicle.  The 
mobile  gang  then  visits  and  cleans  up  the  centres  of  the 
outlying  Parishes,  such  as  Alfriston,  Eastdean,  East  Hoathly, 
Ninfield,  Wartling,  Wilmington,  etc. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a hand  operated  self- 
propelled  sweeper,  powered  by  a petrol  engine,  was  purchased, 
and  this  machine  has  proved  invaluable  and  time-saving  when 
used  in  the  shopping  centres. 
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It  is  regrettable  to  have  to  report  that  despite  regular 
cleaning  of  streets  and  pavements,  there  appears  to  be  little 
improvement  in  the  habits  of  the  general  public.  It  has  been 
noticed,  particularly  in  the  shopping  centre  of  Hailsham,  that 
by  the  end  of  the  day  the  pavements  and  street  have  become 
littered  with  paper,  cigarette  packets,  etc. 

In  order  to  assist  the  public  in  disposing  of  their 
litter  189  litter  bins  have  been  stationed  at  strategic  points 
throughout  the  district.  These  bins  are  emptied  regularly  once 
per  week. 


Cesspool  Emptying 

Cesspools  in  the  Parishes  of  Heathfield,  Horam  and 
Waldron  are  emptied  at  regular  intervals,  and  the  cost  is  met 
by  a special  rate  levied  in  these  Parishes.  In  the  remainder 
of  the  district  cesspools  are  emptied  on  request  and  on  payment 
of  charges. 

In  view  of  the  increase  in  the  number  of  cesspools  in 
Heathfield,  Horam  and  Waldron,  it  became  impossible  to  maintain 
the  quarterly  routine  emptying  of  cesspools,  whilst  the 
District  Scheme  also  became  overloaded  for  similar  reasons. 
Accordingly,  the  Council  purchased  another  Cesspool  Emptying 
Vehicle  - making  a total  of  4 special  vehicles  for  this  purpose. 

With  the  additional  vehicle  it  has  been  possible  to 
provide  the  quarterly  emptying  in  the  Parishes  of  Heathfield, 
Horam  and  Waldron  and  to  ensure  prompt  attention  to  the  requests 
for  emptying  under  the  District  Scheme  although  with  the  latter 
scheme  it  is  still  necessary  to  work  considerable  overtime. 

Disposal  of  cesspool  contents  becomes  increasingly 
difficult,  especially  in  the  winter  months  when  it  becomes 
impossible  to  traverse  agricultural  land,  and  at  times  long 
journeys  to  disposal  sites  have  had  to  be  made. 

Until  more  sewage  schemes  are  provided  it  seems  inevitable 
that  a Cesspool  Emptying  Service  will  have  to  be  maintained 
in  order  to  prevent  nuisance  arising  from  overflowing  cesspools 
and  surcharged  drains. 
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Details  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  four  vehicles 
are  as  follows : 


Cesspools 

Loads 

Emptied 

Removed 

Heathfield,  Horam 

and  Waldron: 

1,491 

2,496 

District  Scheme : 

2,690 

4,856 

HOUSING 


Good  progress  continued  in  this  sphere,  with  a further 
51  houses  being  erected,  i.e.  25  at  Horam  and  26  at  Polegate, 
to  complete  schemes  commenced  in  1965. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a start  was  made  on  Stage  I 
at  Town  Farm,  Hailsham,  which  provides  for  the  erection  of 
106  houses  and  27  flats.  It  is  anticipated  that  a large 
number  of  these  dwellings  will  be  completed  and  occupied  by 
the  end  of  1967. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  over  650  applicants 
on  the  Housing  List.  Many  of  these  are  young  married 
couples  with  children,  living  with  parents  or  in-laws  or  in 
rooms.  Although  the  dwellings  are  not  legally  overcrowded 
under  Housing  Act  standards,  the  young  families  are  by  force 
of  circumstances  compelled  to  sleep  with  their  one  or  two 
children  in  a small  bedroom.  The  worst  overcrowding  occurs 
in  caravans,  where  often  a young  couple  with  3 or  4 children 
have  to  live,  eat  and  sleep  in  a caravan  22  ft.  in  length. 
Whilst  in  summer  months  this  does  not  present  undue  hardship, 
difficulties  do  occur  in  the  winter  months  when  the  family  have 
to  be  shut  up  for  many  hours  in  the  caravan. 

With  houses  becoming  available  at  Horam  and  Polegate  it 
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was  possible  to  deal  with  a number  of  unfit  dwellings  and 
details  are  given  later  in  this  report.  It  is  hoped  that 
when  further  houses  become  available  at  Town  Farm,  Hailsham, 
it  will  be  possible  to  deal  with  the  remaining  unfit 
dwellings  in  the  Rural  District. 


During  the  year  41  applications  were  received  for 
Discretionary  G-rants  and  of  this  number  36  were  approved, 

2 refused  and  3 applications  withdrawn.  The  average  amount 
of  grant  per  dwelling  was  approximately  £358. 

Of  the  36  Discretionary  Grants  approved,  23  were  in 
respect  of  houses  owner-occupied,  whilst  13  were  in  respect 
of  agricultural  service  cottages  or  properties  let  at 
controlled  rentals.  Thirty  two  applications  for  Standard 
Grant  were  also  approved  during  the  year  and  these  were 
mainly  in  respect  of  houses  owner-occupied.  Repayment 
with  interest  was  made  in  respect  of  five  grants  approved  in 
former  years. 

Only  one  application  was  received  for  a Certificate  of 
Disrepair  under  the  Rent  Act  1957,  and  details  of  action  under 
this  Act  are  given  below: 


PART  I - APPLICATIONS  FOR  CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR 


(1) 

Number  of  applications  for  certificates  

1 

(2) 

Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  

Nil 

(3) 

Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates 

1 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects 

1 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  

Nil 

(4) 

Number  of  Undertakings  given  by  landlords  under 
paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule  

1 

(5) 

Number  of  Undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority 
under  proviso  to  paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule... 

Nil 

(6) 

Number  of  Certificates  issued  

Nil 
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PART  II  - APPLICATIONS  FOR  CANCELLATION  OF  CERTIFICATES 


(7)  Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for 

cancellation  of  certificates  2 

(8)  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of 

certificates  1 

(9)  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of 

tenants'  objection  2 


(10)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  2 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 

Number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year  as  a 
result  of  formal  or  informal  procedure  13 

Number  of  houses  closed  under  Section  16  (4)  and  17  (l) 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  8 

Number  of  families  re-housed  by  Local  Authority  from 
houses  the  subject  of  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders 27 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  formal  action  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts  1 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  formal  action  under 
Section  9 and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 4 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  under  Section  24  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957  5 


NOISE  ABATEMENT 


Many  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  of 
alleged  nuisance  from  noise  from  varying  sources,  such  as 
the  barking  of  dogs,  factory  machinery,  fans  in  poultry 
houses,  loudspeakers  and  wireless  sets  tuned  rather  loudly. 

In  the  cases  where  the  complaints  proved  justified,  it 
was  possible  to  effect  improvement  without  the  necessity  of 
formal  action  under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

Six  Licences  have  been  issued  in  respect  of  various 
premises  situated  within  the  District.  All  Establishments 
have  been  well  conducted  and  the  animals  are  kept  under 
satisfactory  conditions. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AMD  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT.  196 3 


Inspections  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  premises 
Act,  1963  continue  as  in  previous  years,  wherever  possible  in 
conjunction  with  inspections  under  the  Food,  Hygiene  Regulations 
and  Factories  Act, 

Of  a total  of  387  registered  premises,  101  still  await  a 
primary  inspection  though  many  other  premises  have  been  inspected 
on  two  or  three  occasions  and  could  now  be  said  to  comply  in 
all  respects  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act, 

A considerable  amount  of  time  has  been  spent  on  endeavouring 
to  get  employers  to  register  their  premises,  although  it  is 
estimated  that  some  80  premises  have  still  failed  to  register. 

As  in  the  past,  the  same  common  contraventions  of  the  Act 
concern  First  Aid  facilities  and  the  provision  of  thermometers. 
Following  last  year's  survey  on  lighting  standards,  a constant 
watch  has  been  maintained  on  registered  premises  - many  of  which 
reached  only  a poor  standard.  It  is  hoped  that  regulations 
laying  down  a specific  standard  for  workrooms  will  soon  be 
forthcoming. 

With  regard  to  the  provision  of  a supply  of  hot  running 
water,  some  employers  have  thought  it  adequate  to  instal  the 
type  of  electric  water  heater  filled  by  a hose  from  a cold  tap. 
This  is  considered  to  be  an  unsatisfactory  arrangement  and  in 
most  respects  no  better  than  a kettle.  Employers  have  been 
informed  that  all  electric  water  heaters  must  be  properly  plumbed 
and  permanent  fixtures. 

There  have  been  very  few  complaints  of  unsatisfactory 
premises  from  employees,  which  signifies  either  a satisfactory 
standard  in  the  majority  of  premises,  or  a lack  of  appreciation 
of  the  provision  of  the  Act.  My  Inspector  usually  makes  a point 
of  meeting  employees  to  discuss  any  problems. 

There  have  been  only  two  reported  accidents  during  the  year, 
both  of  which  were  investigated.  One  was  found  to  have  been 
preventable,  and  the  employer  was  advised  of  measures  to  take  to 
prevent  any  recurrence. 

It  has  not  yet  been  found  necessary  to  take  prosecutions 
under  the  Act. 
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No  insurmountable  problems  have  occurred  during  the 
year  and  liaison  when  necessary  with  the  Factories  Inspectorate 
has  been  good. 

SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT.  1964 

There  are  now  38  Scrap  Metal  Dealers  registered  by  the 
Council  under  the  above  Act.  Many  of  these  dealers  and  their 
salvage  sites  have  been  in  operation  for  several  years. 

CARAVAN  SITES 

The  many  caravan  sites  within  the  area  continue  to  be  well 
maintained  and  equipped.  The  standard  of  the  large  holiday 
and  residential  sites  is  in  many  cases  above  the  standards  laid 
down  by  the  'model  standards'  issued  by  the  Ministry.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  the  number  of  caravan  sites  was  as  follows: 


Number  of  Caravans  on  Site : 

1 

2 

1 

4/14 

15  & 

Over 

Number  of  Sites: 

62 

8 

2 

5 

13 

The  largest  site  has  standings  for  364  caravans. 

The  residential  site  at  Lion  House,  Hailsham  - where  the 
Council  by  agreement  have  the  right  to  nominate  tenants  for  the 
standings  - again  proved  very  useful  for  dealing  with  caravans 
on  unauthorised  sites  and  for  the  newly  weds  who  preferred  to 
live  on  their  own  rather  than  with  parents  or  in  rooms.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  there  were  50  caravans  on  this  site  with 
5 standings  reserved  for  emergency  purposes. 

The  parking  of  caravans  on  roadside  verges  and  on  Common 
Land  by  Gypsies  and  other  Itinerants,  still  continued  in  the 
winter  months.  The  County  Council  had  agreed  previously  that 
a site  for  these  travellers  was  needed,  but  the  sites  suggested 
to  them  by  this  Council  were  not  considered  suitable  for  planning 
or  other  reasons.  In  the  meantime  the  search  for  other  sites 
continues,  but  it  is  very  obvious  that  wherever  the  site  there 
will  always  be  objections. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES 


Although  there  are  63  retailers  registered  in  the  district 
this  is  no  indication  of  the  number  delivering  to  the  consumers' 
doorsteps,  as  only  two  large  firms  supply  milk  to  the  majority 
of  the  residents  in  the  area.  Many  grocers  just  hold  small 
stocks  as  a service  to  their  customers. 

Samples  of  milk  are  submitted  regularly  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Brighton. 


Below  is  a summary  of  the  results: 


Biological  Examinations : 

No. 

of  Samples 

Infected  with  B. 

abortus 

• 

— 

Infected  with  B. 

melitensis  .. 

• 

- 

Infected  with  M. 

Tuberculosis. 

• 

- 

Satisfactory 

• • • • • 

• 

30 

30 

Methylene  Blue  Tests: 

Untreated 

Sterilised 

Satisfactory 

• • • 

23 

1 

Unsatisfactory 

• • • 

6 

- 

29 

1 

Penicillin  Tests: 

Satisfactory 

• • • 

30 

The  cases  failing  to  pass  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  were 
referred  to  the  local  representative  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  who  investigates  and  advises 
on  the  farms. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  all  the  samples  tested  for 
penicillin  traces  were  satisfactory.  .• 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 


The  six  slaughterhouses  within  the  district  continued 
in  use,  but  none  is  licensed  for  the  slaughter  of  horses. 
There  are  no  knackers  yards  in  operation. 

100$  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered  was 
maintained  although  this  meant  many  hours  of  overtime  for 
the  Inspectors,  including  weekends  and  Bank  Holidays.  A 
total  of  23,018  animals  was  examined  and  included: 


2 

Bulls 

610 

Steers 

436 

Cows 

979 

Heifers 

1,071 

Calves 

14,229 

Pigs 

5,691 

Sheep 

This  reflects  an  increase  in  the  throughput  of  3,003  animals 
and  was  confined  to  the  wholesale  slaughtering  establishments. 

With  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Meat  Inspection 
(Amendment)  Regulations  1966,  the  Council  had  consultations 
with  the  occupiers  and  users  of  the  six  slaughterhouses  and 
with  their  agreement  made  orders  restricting  the  hours  of 
slaughter  from  7.30  a.ro.  to  6 p.m.  on  Mondays  to  Fridays 
inclusive,  with  no  slaughtering  at  weekends.  These 
restricted  hours  of  slaughter  were  to  take  effect  as  from 
the  2nd  January  1967  and  although  overtime  working  would  not 
be  reduced,  the  orders  would  mean  that  such  overtime  should 
not  increase. 

The  total  amount  of  food  of  all  kinds  found  to  be  unfit 
for  sale  was  29,261  lbs.,  somewhat  lower  than  in  1965. 
Carcasses  condemned  included: 


3 

Steers 

17 

Cows 

20 

Calves 

44 

Pigs 

36 

Sheep 

2 

Goats 

and,  in  addition,  1,626  head  of  poultry. 

The  two  cattle  and  produce  markets  received  regular 
attention,  as  well  as  the  poultry  packing  stations. 
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Attention  was  given  to  those  farms  which  were  known  to 
slaughter  large  numbers  of  turkeys  raised  specifically  for 
the  Christmas  trade.  Conditions  at  these  premises  varied 
considerably  - rather  as  the  proverbial  Curate's  egg. 

However,  it  is  hoped  that  following  advice  from  the  Department 
there  will  be  considerable  improvement  in  1967. 


Frequent  visits  were  made  to  all  food  premises,  and  it 
is  pleasing  to  report  that  generally  standards  of  food  hygiene 
are  rising  continually.  There  are  a few  businesses  where, 
through  inefficient  management  or  staffing  problems,  some 
difficulty  has  been  experienced  but  repeated  visits  have  had 
some  results.  Legal  proceedings  were  authorised  in  respect 
of  one  hotel,  but  in  view  of  the  considerable  improvement  made 
before  the  Court  Hearing  the  summonses  were  withdrawn. 


As  a change  from  the  more  normal  complaint  from  the 
public  of  alleged  mouldy  foodstuffs,  one  was  of  stale  bread 
which  had  become  coated  with  a pinkish/red  powder  and  given 
cause  for  fears  by  the  complainant  that  some  'poisonous 
substance'  had  been  introduced  into  her  larder.  The  cause 
was  traced  to  a spectacular  growth  of  Monilia  Sitophila,  a 
mould  not  known  to  be  harmful,  the  spores  of  which  are  quite 
common  in  the  atmosphere. 


It  would  appear  that  the  public  generally  are  becoming 
more  conscious  of  foodstuffs  which  are  stale,  mouldy,  unsound 
or  contain  extraneous  objects.  In  the  latter  group,  complaints 
were  received  of  a wasp  in  a sweet,  mouse  dirt  in  a loaf  of 
bread  and  nut  weevil  maggots  in  a cake.  No  legal  proceedings 
were  taken  by  the  Council  as  a result  of  these  complaints  - 
sufficient  evidence  not  being  available  in  some  instances. 
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Carcasses  and  Offal  Inspected  and 
Condemned  in  Whole  or  Part. 


• 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Lambs 

Kids 

Pigs 

Number  Killed  

1,591 

436 

1,071 

5,691 

14,229 

Number  Inspected 

1,591 

436 

1,071 

5,691 

14,229 

All  diseases,  except 

Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci:  

Whole  carcasses  condemned 

3 

17 

20 

38 

44 

Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned:  

227 

90 

5 

149 

772 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  or  cysticerci: 

14.5 

24.5 

2.3 

3.3 

5.7 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcasses  condemned: 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned:  

23 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis:  

- 

- 

- 

- 

0.16 

Cysticercosis 

Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned:  

Carcasses  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration: 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-27' 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 


Bakehouses  ...  ... 

• • • 

Number  of 
Inspections 

10 

Butchers  Shops  ...  ... 

• • • 

120 

Caf6s,  etc.  ...  ... 

• • • 

49 

Fish  Shops  ...  ... 

• • • 

18 

Greengrocers  ...  ... 

• • • 

20 

Grocers  and  General  Stores  . . 

• • • 

80 

Hawkers  ...  ... 

• • • 

7 

Public  Houses  & Guest  Houses 

• • • 

29 

Sweet  Shops  ...  ... 

• • • 

12 

Ice  Cream  Sellers  ..  ... 

• • • 

34 

Bakers  Shops  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

16 

Total : 

395 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  autumn  months  showed  a drastic  increase  in  the  number  of 
requests  for  assistance  in  the  destruction  of  rats  at  private 
properties.  Six  major  infestations  were  found  and  dealt  with 
successfully.  Unfortunately  the  rats  were  attracted  to  the 
private  houses  from  agricultural  land  by  the  presence  of  easy  food 
from  the  many  bird  feeders  and  compost  makers. 


-28- 


It  was  necessary  for  the  one  Rodent  Operator  to  work 
overtime  to  cope  with  the  many  requests  and  the  time  must 
arrive  shortly  when  additional  staff  will  be  needed  for 
this  purpose. 

Rats  were  found  in  sewers  in  Waldron,  and  following 
treatment  and  sealing  up  of  the  means  of  entry,  they  were 
eradicated  successfully. 

No  cases  of  Warfarin  resistance  by  rats  and  mice  were 
found  during  the  year;  some  new  methods  and  poisons  were 
tried  and  proved  successful. 

Frequent  inspections  were  made  of  food  establishments, 
school  canteens,  etc.  and  advice  given  on  the  prevention  of 
infestations. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  formal  action  under 
Section  4 of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 


Number  of  properties  inspected 

(including  re-inspections) 

Non-agri cultural  : ... 

• • • 

1,976 

Agricultural  : ... 

• • • 

101 

Number  of  Infestations  found 

- Rats  and  Mice. 

Non- Agricultural  : (a) 

(b) 

Major 

Minor 

6 

1,073 

Agricultural  : (a) 

(b) 

Major 

Minor 

101 

Number  of  treatments 

(including  re -treatments) 

Non-Agricultural  : ... 

• • • 

1,878 

Agricultural  : ... 

• • * 

9 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS 


Housing  Acts  

Housing  Act  re-inspections  . . 

Complaints  

Public  Health  Nuisances 
Public  Health  re-inspections. 
Offensive  accumulations 
Keeping  of  Animals,  Birds,  etc. 

Drains  and  Sewers  

Drains  Tested  

Closet  accommodation  

Verminous  premises  and  infestation 
Infectious  Diseases  ... 

Rooms  disinfected  ... 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc. 

Pollution  of  Watercourses 

Water  sources  

Public  Cleansing 

Cesspool  Emptying 

Rats  and  Mice  (including  re -inspect 

Schools  

Markets  

Milk  and  Dairies 

Factories,  Workshops,  etc.  .. 

Smoke  Observations  and  visits 

Slaughterhouses 

Meatshops,  Fish,  Greengrocers  and 
Grocers  and  General  Stores  . 

Bakehouses  

Bakers  Shops  

Catering  Establishments 
Ice  Cream  Sellers  ... 

Sweet  Shops  

Hawkers'  premises  and  vehicles 
Public  Houses  and  Guest  Houses 
Poultry  Packing  Stations  ... 

Housing  Applicants,  etc.  ... 

Licensing  Act  

Rent  Act  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments 

Scrap  Dealers  

Town  Planning  & Building  Regulations 

Litter  Act  

Miscellaneous  


ions 


deal 


Fruit 


with 


Shops 


etc 


213 

395 

97 

221 

166 

32 

97 

579 

47 

11 

28 

8 

2 

412 

49 

85 

377 

77 

2,077 

2 

46 

43 

42 

16 

1,131 

158 

80 

10 

16 

49 

34 

12 

7 

29 

69 

187 

4 
7 

125 

6 

5 

54 

37 

172 


7,314 
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APPENDIX 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1966  FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 
OF  HAILSHAM  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  EAST 
SUSSEX 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 

of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


PART  1 of  the  Act. 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health: 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(3) 

1. 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3,4,  and 

6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities: 

14 

2 

- 

- 

2. 

Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

227 

39 

- 

- 

3. 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers' 
premises) . 

21 

4 

- 

- 

Total: 

262 

45 

- 

- 

I 


2.  CASES  in  which  defects  were  found: 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Referred 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Sanitary 
Conveniences : 

(S.7.) 

• 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total: 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

PART  VIII  of  the  Act 


(Sections 

133  & 134) 

OUTWORK 

Section  13^5 

Section  134. 

Nature  of  Work 

No.  of 
Outworkers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 
133(l)(c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 

premises 

Notices 

served 

Prose- 

cutions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing  apparel 

(Making  etc. 

cleaning  and 
washing) . 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Household  Linen 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

II 


